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TH E DAVID GIBSON HOUSE

To the West of Yonge S t r e e t ,  a lm o s t  in the h e a r t  of Willowdale , s e t  w ell back  
fro m  the hustle  and bustle  of the t r a f f ic  of this y e a r  1965 there  s tan d s  the s ta te ly  two 
sto rey  b r ic k  home of David G ib so n , P r o v in c ia l  L a n d  S u r v e y o r .  D avid  G ibson  cam e out 
to Canada f ro m  Scotland a s  a young m a n , a f te r  a c o u r se  in su rv ey in g  and c iv il  e n g in e e r ­
ing in the Old L a n d .  He re c e iv e d  his c o m m is s io n  a s  Deputy S u rv ey or  for C anada on 
D ecem ber 27 , 1825. H is fa m ily  c o n s is te d  of three  d au gh ters  and four s o n s ,  the la t te r  
being J a m e s  A le x a n d e r ,  W illiam , P e te r  S i la s  and G e o r g e ,  A ll took p a r t  in survey in g  
work under their  fa th er  although c o m m is s io n s  w ere  taken out only by J a m e s  A lexander 
and P e te r  S i l a s .  The su rv ey in g  p r a c t ic e  of the fam ily  co v ere d  a l a r g e  f ie ld ,  beginning 
with the su rv e y  of the boundary  line between L ow er C anada and the United S ta te s  and 
c o m p r is in g  m any su rv e y s  of Crown L a n d s ,  co lon ization  ro a d s  e tc .  , in what w as te rm e d  
then, nThe Queen*s B u sh n , in addition to w ork for o rg an iz e d  M u n ic ip a l i t ie s ,  including 
Toronto , a s  w ell a s  m any p r iv a te  s u r v e y s .  David G ibson  w as an ad heren t of W illiam  
Lyon M cK e n z ie 1 s R e fo rm  P a r ty  and indeed was the C o n tro lle r  of the T r e a s u r y .  His 
s ign ature  a p p e a r e d  on the c u rr e n c y  which w as to be i s s u e d .

THE DAVID GIBSON HOUSE*

52,200 Bricks 34 Rafters 18* long for
100 Barrels of lime to lay the house

Brick 11 Rafters 11*6** long for
45 Barrels of lime for the kitchen

Plastering 1600 feet run of Scantling
12 Tons of stone for cellar for partioning

& foundation walls 128 feet eaves trough
50 Barrels of lime for 21 squares of sheeting for

Rubble stone work Roofs
900 yards of Plastering 247 yards of excavation for

22 squares of flooring in cellar
house 7 Bushels of hair to every

$/z squares of flooring in 140 yards
kitchen 80 Wagon loads of sand

70 Joists 14’2”  long for in all
1st Storey 1800 feet IV2 flooring

70 Joists 14’2”  long for 400 2 inch Plank
2nd Storey 500 \x/z inch Plank

33 Ceiling joists all in 400 feet xk inch either
one length siding or Broad board

D avid  Gibson House - C hristm as 1962 

* A bstracted  from Biography o f D avid  G ibson, microfilm library, North York Public Library

At the t im e of the re b e l l io n  in 183 7, the G ib so n 1 s f i r s t  house on the south half of 
L ot  18 in C o n c e ss io n  1 West of Yonge S t r e e t  w as burned by the lo y a l i s t s  f o r c e s .  The 
ex is t in g  house  i s  an e x ce llen t  ex am p le  of C olon ial G eo rg ia n  a r c h i t e c tu r e .  It i s  ol r e d ­
d ish  o ran ge  b r ic k  two fu ll s to r e y s  in height with a half a s to r e y  a t t i c .  T h ere  i s  a la r g e  
ch im n ey , in this c a s e  having three  s e p a r a te  o u t le t s ,  at  each  end of the h o u se .  The 
en tran ce  i s  ty p ic a l  of the d e s ig n  having a wide door with n a r ro w  s id e - l i g h t s .  Above the 
door i s  a s e m i- e l ip t ic a l  window with the trad it io n a l  s u n - r a y  d e s ig n ,  su rm ou n ted  by an 
a r c h  of yellow  b r ic k .  The s to r e y s  a r e  s e p a r a te d  on the outside  by a three  c o u r se  band 
a l s o  of ye llow  b r ic k  which run s co m p le te ly  around the h o u se .  E ach  of the four m ain  
c o r n e r s  has a l te rn a te  long and sh o rt  lengths of ye llow  b r ic k  in se t  with the re d  to give 
a sq u a re  d o v eta iled  e f fe c t .  The seco n d  s to r e y  h as  five windows a c r o s s  the f ro n t ,  over 
each  oi which is  an in se t  of ye llow  b r ic k  tap er in g  f ro m  the top of the window up to the 
band at the top of the second  s t o r e y .  This i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  a b r ic k  and a h alf  wide and



extends up to the white fra m in g  around  the e a v e s .  The f i r s t  s to r e y  of the house h as  two 
windows on e ith er  s id e  of the d o o r .  E a c h  of the l a r g e  windows in the house contains 
twelve s m a l l  p a n e s  of g l a s s .  It would s e e m  at f i r s t  that th is  co n st itu te s  a lot of m ain ten ­
ance work in the way of painting a s  f a r  a s  the owner w as co n cern ed  but a c tu a l ly  it was 
a sav in g  in the o r ig in a l  c o s t  of the h o u se .  It s e e m s  that th^ere w as a tax  on l a r g e  p an es  
of g l a s s  in fo rc e  at the t im e and in o rd e r  to get around pay in g  this the people  bought 
the s m a l l e r  s i z e  p an e s  in s te a d .  At the b ack  of the house a b r ic k  addition h as  been built 
which w as the su m m e r  k itch en . It h as  the sa m e  yellow  p a t te rn  b r ic k  a s  the front p a r t  
of the h o u se .  T h ere  i s  a l a r g e  ch im ney r i s in g  out of the b ack  which contains the flue 
f ro m  the cooking f i r e p la c e  in s id e  and a l s o  a flue f ro m  a dutch oven which can be seen  
at the back  of the house on ou tside  w all of the b ack  k itch en . This  la t te r  ex ten sion  of the 
house now contains a  se l f-c o n ta in e d  a p a r tm e n t .  The f i r e p la c e  in s id e  the b ack  kitchen 
is  about sev en  fee t  a c r o s s  and contains a w arm in g  oven for pots  and p an s  a f te r  they 
have been taken out of the f i r e p la c e .

The in te r io r  of the house i s  in excep tion ally  good condition , so m e  of the woodwork 
having been r e s t o r e d  by p re v io u s  ow n ers who w ere  in te r e s te d  in the house  for i ts  h is to ry  
and c l a s s i c  b eau ty . T here  a r e  f i r e p la c e s  contained in the living ro o m  and dining ro o m  
on the f i r s t  f loor  and each  of the two front b e d ro o m s on the u pper  f lo or .  Minor s t r u c ­
tu ra l  chan ges have been  m ade  in the house i t s e l f  one of which in c r e a s e s  the living ro o m  
fro m  one half  the to ta l  length of the south s id e  of the house  to the com plete  length t h e r e ­
o f .  A ll that r e m a in s  of the p ar t i t io n  between the front and b ack  r o o m s  i s  the dropped  
b eam  which i s  s t i l l  in e v id e n ce . A door has been cut out a t  the southw est c o rn e r  at  the 
back  of the h o u se ,  where o r ig in a l ly  a window had been p la c e d ,  a fford in g  a c c e s s  f r o m  
the living ro o m  to a c o v ere d  p at io  which extends a c r o s s  p r a c t i c a l ly  the fu ll width of the 
south end of the h o u se .  This patio  i t s e l f  i s  c l a s s i c  in d e s ig n  having wooden co lum ns to 
support the ro o f .  T h ese  a r e  p la c e d  in g rou p s  of three  in each  c o r n e r  and s in g ly  along 
each  s id e .  The ce il in g  of the pat io  h as  been pan e lled  with knotty p in e .  The u p s t a i r s  o f 
the house has ap p aren tly  been changed c o n s id e ra b ly  f ro m  the o r ig in a l  d e s ig n .

The att ic  of the house , although not seen  f r o m  the in side  could p ro v id e  add it ional 
living q u a r t e r s .  This  h as  been found to e x i s t  in other e x a m p le s  of this p a r t i c u la r  type 
of a r c h i t e c tu r e .  F r o m  the outside  there  i s  v i s ib le  on e ith er  end of the house the quad- 
ra n t- sh a p e d  windows which a f fo rd  ventila tion  to that p a r t  of the h o u se .  T h ese  windows 
a re  f r a m e d  in a  su n - r a y  d e s ig n  em anating  f r o m  the cen tre  of the c i r c le  or the r igh t  - 
angle of the q u ad ran t .  On the north  s ide  of the h o u se ,  one of th ese  windows has been 
b r icked  in .

The house w as built between the y e a r s  1843 and 1854 and is  obv iou sly  the re s id e n c e  
of a m an who w as held in c o n s id e ra b le  e s t e e m  in h is  com m unity  and who a l s o  w as a  m an 
of c o n s id e ra b le  m e a n s .  This w as in m o s t  c a s e s  the n o rm a l  s ituation  with r e s p e c t  to the 
e a r ly  s u r v e y o r s .  They b e c am e  e s ta b l i sh e d  and b e c am e  m en of m e an s  a s  w ell of s o c ia l  
p o s it io n . This  i s  s t r i c t ly  a m an *s  h o u se .  It i s  a  m an f s house a s  f a r  a s  functional design  
and lay -ou t  a r e  c o n cern ed . F r o m  a w om an1 s outlook I think it would be c o n s id e re d  a 
m o n s tr o s i ty  b e c a u se  of the t e r r i f i c  am ount of housew ork  en ta iled  in keeping the home in 
the condition which m o s t  of our w ives like  to m a in ta in .

A tra d it io n a l  d e s ig n  which d e s e r v e s  to be p r e s e r v e d ,  it i s  one of the few ex am p le s  
of the p r o g r e s s  of C anadian  liv ing f r o m  the log cabin  to the d e s ig n s  which a r e  u se d  in 
m odern  day co n stru c t io n .  It i s  one of the v e r y  few p la c e s  e x is t in g  which we can  indicate 
to our ch ildren  a s  an authentic ex am p le  of how our p io n eer  a n c e s t o r s  l iv e d  in this a r e a .
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The house and a re c ta n g u la r  a r e a  around it have been a c q u ire d  by the Township 
of North Y ork  a s  a M u seu m . B .  N ap ie r  S im p so n , J r .  an a r c h ite c t  well-known for  his 
knowledge of and ex p e r ie n ce  in e a r ly  C anadian  A rch ite c tu re  h as  been  c o m m iss io n e d  to 
r e s to r e  the h o u se .  His p lan  i s  to m ake  The S u rv e y o r  the m ain  them e and to build the 
m useum  around the p r o f e s s io n .  The A sso c ia t io n  of O ntario Lan d  S u rv e y o r s  w ill house 
p art  of the Survey  M useum  h e r e .  It i s  hoped that we w ill be able to have a  changing 
d isp lay  both in the D avid G ibson  H ouse and at our annual m e e t in g s .

W .C . Y a tes
-oLs-

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL
M E E T IN G  OF D E C E M B E R  13, 1965

T a r i f f  E a s t e r n  R egiona l Group - The S e c r e t a r y  r e p o r te d  that the p e rc e n ta g e  of 
s ig n a tu re s  on the petit ion  in favou r of the p r o p o se d  B y - law  w as 8 2% of the to ta l  num ber 
of S u rv e y o r s  in p r a c t i c e  fo r  th e ir  own account in the d e s c r ib e d  a r e a .  The A s so c ia t io n  
S o lic i to r  ap p ro v ed  the wording of the B y - la w  a s  p r e s e n te d  with one change in that the 
w ords "a n d  e le c tro n ic  com putor f e e s 11 be e l im in a te d .  C ouncil then en acted  B y - la w  66 
to p ro v id e  fo r  a  new m in im u m  ta r i f f  fo r  the E a s t e r n  Region  of O n tario .

T a r i f f  - K aw arth a-H alib u rton  R egion a l Group - The S e c r e t a r y  re p o r te d  that the p e r ­
centage of s ig n a tu r e s  on the petit ion  in fav o u r  of the p r o p o s e d  B y - la w  w as 79% of the 
total num b er of S u rv e y o r s  in p r a c t i c e  fo r  the ir  own accoun t in the d e s c r ib e d  a r e a .  The 
A s so c ia t io n  S o lic i to r  ap p ro v ed  the wording of the B y - la w  a s  p r e s e n t e d .  Council then 
enacted  B y - la w  67 to p ro v id e  fo r  a  new m in im u m  ta r i f f  fo r  the K aw arth a-H alib u rton  
Region of O n tario *

T a r i f f  - H am ilton  & D is t r i c t  R eg ion a l Group - The S e c r e t a r y  r e p o r te d  that the p e r ­
centage  of s ig n a tu r e s  on the petit ion  in favou r of the p r o p o s e d  B y - la w  w as 70% of the 
total n um ber of S u rv e y o r s  in p r a c t i c e  fo r  th e ir  own accoun t in the d e s c r ib e d  a r e a .  The 
A s so c ia t io n  S o l ic i to r  su g g e s te d  that an addition  should be m ad e  to the w ording of the 
B y - la w . C ouncil d ire c te d  that this d ra f t  B y - la w  be r e f e r r e d  ba ck  to the H am ilton  and 
D is t r ic t  R e g io n a l  Group with the S o l i c i t o r s  am end m en ts  to the w ording and that the 
Group be a d v ise d  to re su b m it  the petit ion  with the r e q u ir e d  75% of S u r v e y o r s  in p r iv a te  
p r a c t ic e  approv in g  i t .

H on orary  O . L . S .  - It w as noted that there  a r e  two h o n o rary  O . L . S .  - M r .  C . C .  
L in d sa y  and M r .  A . P h i l l ip s  B i l l .  C ouncil then en acted  B y - la w  68 to p ro v id e  fo r  the 
appointm ent of an  h o n o rary  m e m b e r  of the A s so c ia t io n  by re so lu t io n  of C o u n cil ,  and 
to r e p e a l  B y - la w  28 .

P r o f e s s io n a l  L ia b i l i ty  In su ran ce  - The S e c r e t a r y  had c i r c u la r iz e d  m e m b e r s  of Council 
with a r e p o r t  of h is in v e s t ig a t io n s .  Council d ec ided  that the S e c r e t a r y * s  r e p o r t  and 
other data  should  be sen t  to a l l  R eg io n a l  G roups with the r e q u e s t  that the Group d i s ­
c u s s  this topic an d , if  in te r e s t e d ,  appoint a  m e m b e r  of the Group to r e p r e s e n t  them  
on a  s p e c i a l  co m m ittee  to be s e t  up by Council i f  enough p e r s o n s  a r e  so  appo inted .

The P r o p o s e d  S u rv e y o r s  A ct - The r e s u l t  of the b a l lo t ,  a s  a t te s te d  to by the s c r u t in e e r s  
M e s s r s .  C rew e and M a n s e r ,  w as r e a d  a s  fo llow s: fo r  2 6 6 , a g a in s t  33 .  C ouncil decided  
to fo rw a rd  the r e s u l t  to the P r e s id e n t  of the A s so c ia t io n  (who w as a b se n t  f r o m  the 
m eeting  due to i l ln e s s )  , and that he be r e q u e s te d  to br in g  th is  r e s u l t  to the attention 
of the M in is te r  of L an d s  and F o r e s t s .

G as  E x p lo s io n  in W aterloo - The A s so c ia t io n  S o l ic i to r  r e p o r te d  that th ere  a r e  ac tion s


